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Gaza, 15 March 2016 – As part of their continuous efforts to support the Palestinian people, the United 

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) signed a memorandum of understanding for the amount of USD 31.8 

million, from the Saudi Fund for Development. The generous donation will cover house rehabilitation works 

in the Gaza Strip. Bo Schack, Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza and Roberto Valent, UNDP Special 

Representative of the Administrator, attended the ceremony, which took place at UNRWA premises in Gaza 

on 15 March 2016. 

H.E. Mofeed Al-Hasayneh, Minister of Public Works and Housing, thanked the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

and its people, and the Saudi Fund for Development for their generous support to the Palestinian people, 

and Gaza specifically. “This contribution comes at a critical time for the Gaza population. We, at the Ministry, 



will make all possible efforts for the reconstruction of what was destroyed during the recent war and 

strengthen the steadfastness of the Palestinian people in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem,” he 

added. 

The project, funded by the Government of Saudi Arabia through the Saudi Fund for Development, will 

include the rehabilitation of more than 5,000 houses for Palestinian non-refugees affected by the 2014 

hostilities in the Gaza Strip, in addition to the maintenance, furnishing and equipping works for three schools 

namely the Rosary Sisters, Holy Family and the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate School. 

UNRWA will administer the grant and be involved in monitoring of the project, advising on construction, 

based on its vast experience in the Gaza Strip. 

“The partnership that UNRWA has developed with the Saudi Fund for Development through important 

construction projects for Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip, is further demonstrated through its trust in 

the Agency working with UNDP on another shelter initiative enabled by this generous contribution. Further 

support from SFD to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip is another positive step in the recovery efforts for all 

families affected by the 2014 conflict,” said Mr Bo Schack, Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza. 

As part of the agreement, UNDP will make available its technical resources to implement the project 

activities. The self-help modality will be used during the project, where families will be provided with support 

to rebuild their homes and indirectly improve their livelihoods. The programme will prioritize female-headed 

households and will take into consideration family size and current socio-economic status of targeted 

population. 

“The shelter and education needs in Gaza are enormous. This generous contribution from the Saudi Fund 

for Development will support the Palestinian people in Gaza restore their livelihoods, have access to 

education and sustain a living. This agreement is another example of the joints efforts made by UNDP and 

UNRWA to support the recovery process and resilience of the Gaza population,” said Roberto Valent, 

UNDP Special Representative of the Administrator. 

It is worth noting that the 51-day conflict has resulted in the destruction of over 18,000 housing units, leaving 

approximately 100,000 people homeless. UNDP, in cooperation with the Ministry of Public Works and 

Housing and the Palestinian Contractors Union, conducted a damage assessment targeting the non-

refugee population. The results of the assessment indicate that 31,297 non-refugee housing units were 

damaged. 3,452 housing units sustained total damage, while 1,509 were severely damaged and 26,336 

were partially damaged. UNRWA conducted the same assessment amongst the refugee population. The 

UNRWA shelter assessment confirmed 142,071 Palestine refugee houses as impacted during the 2014 

conflict; 9,117 of them were considered totally destroyed. 5,417 shelters suffered severe, 3,700 major and 

123,837 minor damages. 



  

About UNDP 

UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand crisis, and drive 

and sustain the kind of growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in more than 

170 countries and territories, we offer global perspective and local insight to help empower lives and build 

resilient nations. For more information on UNDP’s work in the occupied Palestinian territory visit 

www.ps.undp.org. 

About UNRWA 

UNRWA is confronted with an increased demand for services resulting from a growth in the number of 

registered Palestine refugees, the extent of their vulnerability and their deepening poverty. UNRWA is 

funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions and financial support has been outpaced by the growth 

in needs. As a result, the UNRWA Programme Budget, which supports the delivery of core essential 

services, operates with a large shortfall, projected for 2016 to stand at USD 81 million. UNRWA 

emergency programmes and key projects, also operating with large shortfalls, are funded through 

separate funding portals. 

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and mandated to 

provide assistance and protection to some 5 million registered Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help 

Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip achieve their full human 

development potential, pending a just and lasting solution to their plight. UNRWA services encompass 

education, health care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement, and 

microfinance. 
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